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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [1.03 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house of the recent achievements and outcomes for the Department of the Attorney General’s open days. The 
open days are an important initiative targeting the over-representation of Aboriginal people in the justice system. 
Some of the most common reasons for over-representation are issues with motor drivers’ licensing and unpaid 
fines and infringements. During 2014–15, the open day activities were focused on priority local government 
areas, including Broome, Port Hedland, Wyndham, East Kimberley, the City of Karratha, East Pilbara, 
Meekatharra, Wiluna, Mullewa, Derby–West Kimberley, Halls Creek, Laverton and Leonora. These remote 
locations have comparatively large Aboriginal populations and high levels of driver’s licence suspensions and 
unpaid fines. The open days bring government and non-government agencies face-to-face with local Aboriginal 
people in an accessible central location to run a one-stop shop. Having multiple agencies available at the same 
place at the same time is a joined-up, partnership delivery approach that is both efficient and cost effective. It 
enables government to deliver services to some of the most remote and, in some cases, most disadvantaged 
people in Western Australia. Agency representatives work with Aboriginal people to resolve matters such as 
identity documents, theory and practical driving tests, reissuing of licences, arrangements to pay fines, exploring 
employment opportunities and assisting with access to other community support services. 
During 2014–15, 40 open days were conducted, attended by 2 048 community members, producing the 
following major outcomes: $734 486 in outstanding fines were converted; 57 fines related to driver’s licence 
suspensions were lifted; 52 drivers’ licences were renewed; 47 drivers’ licences were re-issued; 127 driver’s 
licence theory tests were conducted; 283 births were registered; and 710 applications for birth certificates were 
lodged. In the coming year, the open days will be expanding into the metropolitan area with 20 open days 
planned, targeting the metropolitan local government areas of Armadale, Swan, Rockingham and Stirling. The 
first metropolitan open day was held in the City of Armadale last month, with another six planned before the end 
of the year. I look forward to updating the house in due course on the achievements of the expansion of the open 
days into the metropolitan area. 
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